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to work to reduce the fortress of Rintitnbur, when his
life was attempted by his nephew, who had learnt too
;ve!l the lesson he himself had taught. Rintimbur fell in
1500, and three years later he took Chitor, the seat of the
chief of the Rajput princes, and in 1304 and 1305 was
occupied in repelling several invasions of Mughals.
Vexed by continual revolts and conspiracies, the king
called together his nobles, and asked them to advise as
to the causes and the cure of the evils that beset the state.
He was frankly told that not the least of the causes were
his inattention to business, his devotion to wine, the un-
equal division of property, and the too close connections
formed between the royal family and the chief officers of
the court. The king thereon applied himself vigorously
to the administration of justice, and so urgently did he
insist on temperance, that he ordered all the wine in
Delhi to be emptied into the streets. This may occasion-
ally be seen to this day in Persia, when an outbreak of
religious enthusiasm prompts the Muslim governor to be
orthodox at the expense of the Armenian wine merchant.
He enforced the punctual payment of the land-tax of 50
per cent, of the gross annual produce. The proportion
actually taken by the British Government, it may be re-
marked in passing, very rarely exceeds 20, and is generally
considerably under 20 per cent. ; in the case of unirrigated
land varying from 5 to 10 per cent The English, how-
ever, fixed the assessment in money, whereas the Muham-
madans merely commuted the Hindu payment in grain
into a money payment, which varied according to value
of produce and of the precious metals. , At each step the
tax, though lighter in incidence, is collected and enforced
in a manner less suitable to the conditions of an agricul-
tural people. AM-ud-din fulfilled the law of Islam in
exacting tribute from the Hindus to the uttermost farthing,"
so that the punishment might approximate as nearly as